
 International Trade: A Key Component of a Healthy Iowa Economy  

 

 

 

 

  

Terry E. Branstad             OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR          Kim Reynolds 

   GOVERNOR                                                                                         LT. GOVERNOR 

May 18, 2015 

 

The Honorable Chuck Grassley    The Honorable Joni Ernst 

U.S. Senate       U.S. Senate 

135 Hart Senate Office Bldg.     825 B/C Hart Senate Office Bldg. 

Washington, D.C. 20510     Washington, D.C. 20510 

 

The Honorable Steve King     The Honorable Dave Loebsack 

U.S. House of Representatives     U.S. House of Representatives 

2210 Rayburn House Office Bldg.    1527 Longworth House Office Bldg. 

Washington, D.C. 20515     Washington, D.C. 20515 

 

The Honorable Rod Blum     The Honorable David Young 

U.S. House of Representatives     U.S. House of Representatives 

213 Cannon House Office Bldg.    515 Cannon House Office Bldg. 

Washington, D.C. 20515     Washington, D.C. 20515 

 

Dear Members of the Iowa Congressional Delegation:  

 

We write as State of Iowa leaders and key job creators throughout the State of Iowa, to ask you 

to support free trade and the swift approval of Trade Promotion Authority (TPA) legislation.  

Your support will ensure that Iowans continue our steadfast efforts in providing food, fuel, fiber 

and innovative products to nearly every country in the world.  The breadth of the undersigned 

group demonstrates the importance of trade to a healthy Iowa economy. 

 

As a net-exporting state, Iowa’s economy and future depends on an open and fair market to send 

our safe and reliable exports.  Last year, Iowa exported $15.1 billion in manufactured goods and 

value-added agricultural products, which was a record setting level.  Of these exports, nearly 

83% were from small or medium sized businesses.  Iowa farmers exported $3.58 billion in 

soybean, $1.99 billion in pork, $1.71 billion in corn and $1.04 billion in feed grain exports, 

which has given strength to our agriculture economy.  It should come as no surprise then that one 

in five Iowa jobs depend on trade.  Quite simply, international trade is important to Iowa’s 

businesses, workers and farmers.  A vote for leveling the playing field in international trade is a 

vote for Iowa. 
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The first step in growing export markets through free trade is with timely passage of the TPA 

legislation.  This important tool allows the U.S. Congress to direct the President on trade 

priorities, which he can use to negotiate forthcoming trade agreements.  Every President for more 

than 30 years has been granted TPA, and Presidents have used similarly important trade-enabling 

tools to help American businesses capitalize on trade agreements over the past eight decades.  

We feel it is again appropriate for President Obama to have this direction from the Iowa 

congressional delegation and your congressional colleagues.   

 

As we look to the future for our state, we strongly believe that free trade and the swift passage of 

TPA will help grow our economy, create new jobs and raise family incomes.  We respectfully 

ask for your support and look forward to working with you on this important topic.  

 

Sincerely,   

 

 

   

 

Terry E. Branstad    Kim Reynolds 

Governor of Iowa    Lt. Governor of Iowa 

 

 

 

 

Bill Northey     Debi V. Durham 

Secretary, Iowa Department of Agriculture Director, Iowa Economic Development Authority 

& Land Stewardship 

 

 

 

 

Paul Trombino    John Stineman 

Director, Iowa Department of   Executive Director, Iowa Chamber Alliance 

Transportation 

 

 

 

 

Craig Hill     Elliott G. Smith 

President, Iowa Farm Bureau   Executive Director, Iowa Business Council  
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Mike Ralston     Tom Oswald 

President, Iowa Association of Business President, Iowa Soybean Association 

and Industry 

 

 

 

 

Grant Kimberley    Mike Steenhoek 

Executive Director, Iowa Biodiesel  Executive Director, Soy Transportation Coalition 

Board 

 

 

 

  

Randy Olson     David W. Zrostlik 

Executive Director, Iowa Poultry   President, Stellar Industries, Inc. 

Association 

 

 

 

 

Dave Tierney     Andrew Hansen 

Regional Director of Government  Factory Manager, John Deere Des Moines Works 

Affairs, Monsanto 

 

 

 

 

Kelly Ortberg     Matt Deppe  

CEO & President, Rockwell Collins  CEO, Iowa Cattlemen’s Association 

 

 

 

 

Mary Andringa    W. Anthony Will 

President & CEO, Vermeer Corporation President and CEO, CF Industries 
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Jerry Mohr     Dave Struthers 

President, Iowa Corn Growers Association President, Iowa Pork Producers Association 

 

 

 

 

Paul E. Schickler    Larry Zimpleman 

President, Dupont Pioneer   Chairman and CEO, Principal Financial Group 

 

 

 

 

Patrick J. Meyer    Stan Askren 

President & CEO, Pella Corporation  Chairman, President & CEO, HNI Corporation 

 

 

 

 

David MacLennan    Douglas R. Kopp 

President & CEO, Cargill, Incorporated Senior Vice President, Alliant Energy 

 

 

 

 

Steven Leath, Ph.D.    Sally Mason, Ph.D. 

President, Iowa State University  President, University of Iowa 

 

 

 

 

William N. Ruud, Ph.D.   Mark Hanawalt 

President, University of Northern Iowa President, United Equipment Accessories, Inc. 
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Charles E. Sukup, P.E.   Monte Shaw 

President, Sukup Manufacturing Co. Executive Director, Iowa Renewable Fuels 

Association 

 

 

 

 

Michael C. Wells    Jean Robillard M.D. 

President & CEO, Wells Enterprises, Inc. Vice President for Medical Affairs, University 

 of Iowa  

 

 

 

 

Al Jennings     Robert J. Myers 

Chairman & CEO, EFCO Corp.   Chairman & CEO, Casey’s General Stores 

 

 

 

 

Jason Hutcheson    Steven J. Dust CEcD 

President & CEO, Greater Burlington CEO, Greater Cedar Valley Alliance & Chamber 

Partnership 

 

 

 

 

Dan Culhane     Jay Byers 

President & CEO, Ames Chamber  CEO, Greater Des Moines Partnership 

of Commerce   

 

 

 

 

Lynn Olberding    Greg Jenkins 

Executive Director, Marshalltown Area President & CEO, Greater Muscatine Chamber 

Chamber of Commerce   of Commerce and Industry 
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Tara Barney     Dee Baird 

President & CEO, Quad Cities Chamber President & CEO, Cedar Rapids Metro 

of Commerce     Economic Alliance 

 

 

 

 

Molly Grover     Bob Mundt 

President & CEO, Dubuque Area   President & CEO, Council Bluffs Area  

Chamber of Commerce   Chamber of Commerce 

 

 

 

 

Robin Anderson    Chris McGowan 

President & CEO, Mason City Chamber President, Siouxland Chamber of Commerce 

of Commerce 

  

 

  

 

Dennis Plautz     Nancy Quellhorst 

CEO, Greater Fort Dodge Growth   President & CEO, Iowa City Area Chamber of  

Alliance     Commerce 

 

     

 

 

Jeff Bokhoven     Steve Ford 

Business Development Manager -   President, Stonebridge Ltd. 

Manufacturing, Precision Pulley and Idler     

 

 

 

 

Art Slusark     Gage A. Kent 

Chief Communications Officer, Meredith  Chairman and CEO, Kent Corporation  

Corporation  
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Jeff Hamilton     Joel Brinkmeyer 

CEO, ESP International   CEO, Agribusiness Association of Iowa 

 

 

 

 

Sara Lilygren     Rob Woodall 

Executive Vice President of Corporate Manufacturing Director, Alcoa Davenport Works 

Affairs, Tyson Foods, Inc. 

 

 

 

 

Benjamin J. McLean    Darwin J. Winkowitsch    

CEO, Ruan Transportation Management  President, Tri States Grain Conditioning, Inc. 

Systems  

 

 

 

 

Harry H. Stine     Roy Hatfield 

CEO, Stine Seed Company   Facility Manager, Caterpillar Work Tools, Inc. 

 

 

 

 

Liz Hobart     John Latham 

Government Relations Manager,  President, Latham Hi-Tech Seeds 

GROWMARK     

 

 

 

 

Tim Hubert     Gretta Irwin 

President, Vectra International  Executive Director, Iowa Turkey Federation 
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May-May Ng     Steven Lockard 

Director, CK International   President & CEO, TPI Composites, Inc. 

 

 

 

 

Kurt Rouse     John Paul Muelhaupt 

Factory Manager – Davenport, Iowa,  President, Des Moines Cold Storage 

Nestle Purina PetCare Company 

 

 

 

 

Shannon Herzfeld    Rick Tollakson 

Vice President of Government Relations, President & CEO, Hubbell Realty Company 

Archer Daniels Midland Company 

 

 

 

 


